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data programs and those of industry. DOT should establish a safety data
work group consisting of representatives of industry, government agencies,
and other organizations that submit, maintain, and use the data. The
group should be charged with finding ways to enhance accessibility, re-
liability, and compatibility of government and industry data programs and
identifying critical data gaps and ways to fill them.

Procedures for reporting safety-related incidents and the indications of
trends that such reports provide should be among the principal tools used
by government and industry to evaluate and improve tank car safety. FRA
and RSPA both collect data for this purpose. RSPA requires railroads to
report all hazardous materials releases. FRA requires railroads to report
information on train crashes, derailments, and other accidents and to
identify those involving hazardous shipments. The two data bases contain
information that can be complementary if integrated, ranging from the
contents and design characteristics of the tank car (RSPA) to accident
causes and operating circumstances (FRA).

Access to this information is valuable for monitoring tank car safety
performance and supporting research, but shortcomings in the two data
bases limit the extent of their use. In particular, the data are not as
compatible as they could be. Each agency has varying reporting criteria,
definitions, and terminology, which impedes the integration into a more
comprehensive and cohesive set of records. For instance, there are no
common record identifiers (e.g., case numbers) in the two data bases,
which makes it difficult to match data base records to obtain more com-
plete information on the incident and verify the accuracy of the informa-
tion reported.

Many shortcomings stem from differences in the purposes for which the
two data bases were originally designed. The RSPA data base is designed to
cover hazardous materials transportation releases in all modes of transport
(under both accident and nonaccident circumstances), whereas the FRA
data base is designed to monitor general rail safety. Advances in data
collection and management systems (e.g., use of personal computers and
modems) since the advent of the FRA and RSPA data programs are likely to
provide opportunities for improved data coordination, assimilation, and
access.

AAR and other industry groups also collect a wide variety of data on
tank cars, ranging from repairs and inspections to traffic and incidents.
Because railroads and others who submit the information work closely
with industry groups that collect and use it, completeness and reliability
are enhanced. This capability has enabled industry to gather detailed
records that have been instrumental in developing many safety improve-
ments. FRA and RSPA depend on industry data; however, the proprietary